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2012 Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear - Overview 

The Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear is now entering its 22nd year as a high-

speed training ground for future stars of the sport and a major part of the Mazda Road to Indy, 

the official IndyCar driver 

development program.  And the 

one design engineering of Star 

Mazda Championship race cars 

showcases driving talent over big 

budgets.   

Top young drivers from around the 

world compete on major 

motorsport weekends in front of 

huge crowds for prizes worth more 

than $1.2 million.  A comprehensive television package is being developed and will be 

announced shortly.  

Star Mazda graduates currently competing in IndyCar include Graham Rahal, Marco Andretti 

and James Hinchcliffe.  Additionally, a number of recent graduates of the Star Mazda series 

(including Conor Daly, Peter Dempsey, Anders Krohn, Jorge Goncalvez, Rusty Mitchell and David 

Ostella) have moved up to compete in Indy Lights. 

The Star Mazda Championship is part of the Mazda Road to Indy, the only automaker-backed 

driver development program that provides a clearly-defined 'ladder' for young drivers working 

toward competing in IndyCar and the Indy 500.  Scholarship funding is provided to move the 

champion of each series up to compete at the next level.  Mazda Road to Indy series include the 

Cooper Tires Presents USF2000 National Championship Powered by Mazda, the Star Mazda 

Championship presented by Goodyear and Indy Lights.  2011 Star Mazda champion Tristan 

Vautier, has signed to race with top team Sam Schmidt Motorsports in the 2012 Indy Lights 

series. 

The Star Mazda Championship will take on an even more prominent and influential role in the 

training and career development of young open-wheel racers with a 10-weekend, 17-race 2012 

schedule.  Most are on IndyCar weekends and most are 'double-headers' with races on both 

Saturday and Sunday.  The grid for Race 2 set by each car's quickest lap in Race 1.  F1-style 

standing starts are used on road courses and street circuits.  Ovals use rolling starts.  

Star Mazda race cars are high-tech, carbon-fiber race cars powered by the ultra-reliable Mazda 

'Renesis' rotary engine; this unique powerplant produces 260 horsepower, 0 to 60 mph 

acceleration in 2.8 seconds and a top speed of 160 mph.  The cars ς which are high-tech, ¾-

scale IndyCars - also feature carbon-fiber chassis and wings, Goodyear racing slicks, push-rod 
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suspension, 6-speed sequential transaxle with no-lift shift and a sophisticated on-board data 

system.  Testing is unrestricted except that tracks used for championship events cannot be used 

for pre-testing.   

The series is recognized internationally as a major stepping-stone for young drivers on the way 

up, and countries represented on the grid in have included the U.S., Canada, Mexico, England, 

Ireland, France, Norway, Australia, Brazil, Venezuela, Chile, Argentina and Colombia.    

Drivers in the series are mostly young racers moving up from karting, Skip Barber, USF2000 and 

various European series such as F3, Palmer Audi, Formula Renault and GP3.  Some are more 

mature racers in whom the competitive fire still burns brightly; they compete in the Expert 

Series (drivers 30 and older), a race-within-a-race where drivers not only compete for the same 

points and prizes as the rest of the field, but also have their own separate championship.      

Total Star Mazda Championship prizes are valued at $1.2 million.  The series champion not only 

gets scholarship funding to compete in ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Indy Lights series, but also a cash award of 

$100,000.  Prize money is paid down through 15th-place in the championship, with tƘŜ ΨwƻƻƪƛŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ bonus worth $10,000 and additional contingency awards from participating 

suppliers such as Goodyear, Quartermaster Clutches, BBS Wheels, VP Fuels and Performance 

Friction Brakes. 

Graduates of the Star Mazda Championship include: 

IZOD IndyCar 

Graham Rahal 

Marco Andretti 

Raphael Matos 

James Hinchcliffe 

 

Indy Lights 

Conor Daly 

Anders Krohn 

David Ostella 

Jorge Goncalvez 

Peter Dempsey 

Rusty Mitchell 

Joel Miller 

NASCAR 

Michael McDowell 

Scott Speed (also F1) 

Colin Braun (also ALMS) 

Brad Coleman 

Moses Smith 

 

American Le Mans 

Joey Hand 

Bryan Sellers 

Guy Cosmo 

Chris McMurry 

Tom Sutherland 

Mike Guasch 

Grand-Am 

Adam Christodoulou 

John Edwards 

Dane Cameron 

Jeff Bucknum 

Dan DiLeo 

Mark Wilkins 

Brian Frisselle 

Doug Petersen 

Tom Nastasi 

Mark Patterson 
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Star Mazda Championship and the Mazda Road to Indy 

Utilizing the ladder formed by the Cooper Tires Presents the USF2000 

National Championship powered by Mazda, the Star Mazda 

Championship presented by Goodyear and Indy Lights, the Mazda 

Road to Indy provides a clearly-defined path for career-minded young 

drivers to progress up through the ranks to compete in the IZOD 

LƴŘȅ/ŀǊ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ рллΧ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǳƴŘing for the champion at each 

level to move up and compete in the next higher series.   

ü The 2012 champion in the Cooper Tires Presents the USF2000 National Championship 

Powered by Mazda wins a scholarship to move up to 2013 The Star Mazda Championship 

presented by Goodyear.  Petri Suvanto won the 2011 championship with Cape Motorsports 

and will move up to race in Star Mazda with Team Pelfrey. 

ü The 2012 champion in the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear wins a 

scholarship to move up to the 2013 Indy Lights series.  Tristan Vautier won the 2011 

championship with JDC Motorsports and will move up to race in Indy Lights with Sam 

Schmidt Motorsports. 

ü The 2012 Indy Lights champion wins a scholarship to move up to the 2013 IZOD IndyCar 

series ς including the Indy 500.  Josef Newgarden won the 2011 championship with Sam 

Schmidt Motorsports and will move up to race in IndyCar with Sara Fisher Hartman Racing. 

In addition to the scholarship prizes, drivers competing in the Star Mazda Championship and 

the Mazda Road to Indy series will benefit from the program in both immediate and longer-

term ways.  In addition to racing on IndyCar weekends, teams and drivers from all three series 

also participate in joint advertising, marketing and promotional programs with INDYCAR and 

the Indy 500, including the Indy Summit, a comprehensive off-track program that trains drivers 

in the business side of sponsorships, how to use social media to advance their careers and 

offers the opportunity to meet and interact with top IndyCar officials, drivers and team owners. 

Quote: Roger Bailey, Executive Director of Firestone Indy Lights 

"The Road to Indy program is the result of a lot of effort by a lot of people over a long time.  

Our series has had a long relationship with the Star Mazda Championship over the years and a 

number of the drivers competing with us currently are Star Mazda graduates.  The Star Mazda 

race car is just the right vehicle, with the right horsepower and driving characteristics, to 

produce drivers ready to hit the ground running in Firestone Indy Lights.  Star Mazda has been 

the unofficial stepping-stone to Indy Lights for many years and to be able to officially recognize 

that now, along with all the other good things happening for the Indy Racing League, is perfect 

timing and a big step forward for open-wheel racing." 

http://usf2000.com/
http://usf2000.com/
http://www.petrisuvanto.info/
http://capemotorsports.com/
http://team-pelfrey.com/
http://www.starmazda.com/
http://tristanvautier.com/
http://jdcmotorsports.com/
http://www.samschmidtmotorsports.com/
http://www.samschmidtmotorsports.com/
http://indycar.com/roadtoindy/
http://indycar.com/
http://indycar.com/
http://www.indycar.com/schedule/show/55-izod-indycar-series/2337-indianapolis-500-mile-race/
http://www.sfhracing.com/
http://starmazda.com/news/series/2011/Indy%20Summit%20Review.pdf
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