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2012 Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodye@verview

The Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear is now enteri@pdyar asa high
speed training groundbr future stars of the sport and a major part of the Mazda Road to,Indy
F the official IndyCar  driver

D Z=) SRanD mRix development program And the

TROIS-RIVIERES

one design engineering of Star
Mazda Championship race cars
showcases driving talent over big
budgets.

Top young drivers from around the
world compete on  major
motorsport weekends in front of
huge cravds for prizes worth more
than $1.2 million. A comprehensive television packagebeing developed and will be
announced shortly.

Star Mazda graduates currently competing in IndyCar include Graham Rahal, Marco Andretti
and James Hinchcliffe Additionaly, a number ofrecent graduates of the Star Mazda series
(includingConor DalyPeter DempseyAnders KrohpJorge GoncalveRusty Mitcheland David
Ostella) havenoved up tocompete in Indy Lights.

The Star Mazda Championship is part of the Mazda Rodddy,the only automakeibacked

driver development program that provides a clgadefined'ladder' for young drivers working
toward competing in IndyCar and the Indy 508cholarship funding is provided tmove the
champion of each series up to competethe next level.Mazda Road to Indyesies include the

Cooper Tires Presents USF2000 National Championship Powered by Mazda, the Star Mazda
Championship presented by Goodyeand Indy Lights. 2011 Star Mazda champion Tristan
Vautier, has signed to racwith top team Sam Schmidt Motorsports in the 2012 Indy Lights
series.

The Star Mazda Championshiil take on an even moreprominent and influential role in the
training and career development of young op@heel racers with a@weekend, ¥-race 202
schedule Most are on IndyCar weekends and most are 'dotgladers' with races on both
Saturday and SundayThe grid for Race 2 set by each car's quickest lap in Radel-&tyle
standing starts are used on road courses and street circitals usealling starts.

Star Mazda race cars are hitgth, carborfiber race carpowered bythe ultra-reliable Mazda
'Renesis' rotary enginethis unique powerplantproduces 260 horsepower, 0 to 6@ph
acceleration in 2.8 seconds and a top speed of 160 mpte cars¢ which arehightech, %
scalelndyCars also feature carbotiiber chassis and wing§Goodyear racing slickpushrod



suspension, ®peed sequential transaxle with #ift shift and a sophisticated ehoard data
system. Testing is arestrictedexcept thattracks used fochampionshipevents cannot be used
for pre-testing

The series is recognized internationally as a majorstegstone for young drivers on the way
up, and ountries representedn the grid inhaveincluded the U.S., Canad®jexico, England,
Ireland,France Norway Australia,Brazil, Venezuela, Chjlargentinaand Colombia

Drivers in the series are mostly young racers moving up from karting, Skip Bags2000and
various European seriesich asF3, Palmer Audi, Formula Reult and GP3 Some are more
mature racers in whom the competitive fire still burns brightly; they compete in the Expert
Series (drives30 and older) a racewithin-a-race where driversiot onlycompete for the same
points and prizes as the rest of thelfl, butalsohave their own separate championship

Total Star Mazda Championshjpizesare valued at1.2 million. The series champion not only
getsscholarship funding to compete 1S E (i 18d$ Lidhia Seriedut also a cash award of
$100,0®. Prizemoneyis paid down through 15-place in the championshigyith tKk S  WYw2 21 A S
2 F (K SbonyusSvbrtiX$10,000 andadditional contingency awards from participating
suppliers such as Goodyear, Quartermaster Clutches, BBS Wheels, VanBulrdsformance

Friction Brakes

Graduates of the Star Mazda Championship include:

1ZOD IndyCar NASCAR GrandAm

Graham Rahal
Marco Andretti
Raphael Matos
James Hinchcliffe

Indy Lights
Conor Daly

Anders Krohn
David Ostella
Jorge Goncalvez
Peter Dempsey
Rusty Mitchell
Joel Miller

Michael McDowell
Scott Speedalso F1)
Colin Braur{also ALMS)
Brad Coleman

Moses Smith

American Le Mans
Joey Hand

Bryan Sellers

Guy Cosmo

Chris McMurry
Tom Sutherland
Mike Guasch

Adam Christodoulou
John Edwards
Dane Cameron

Jeff Bucknum
DanDiLeo

Mark Wilkins

Brian Frisselle
Doug Petersen

Tom Nastasi

Mark Patterson




Star Mazda Championship and the Mazda Road to Indy

Utilizing the ladder formed by th€ooper Tires Presents the USF2000

Nationd Championship powered by Mazdathe Star Mazda
Championship presented by Goodyeand Indy Lights, the Mazda

Road to Indy provides a cleadgfined path for careeminded young

. drivers to progress up through the ranks to compete in the 1ZOD
LYR&/FNJ {SNASa |yR (0KS Ly RAing fodthedzliahgion at eacX & A (0 |
level to move up and compete in the next higher series.

U The 202 champion in theCooper Tires Presents the USF2000 National Championship
Powered by Mazdavins a scholarship to move up t®23 The Star Mazda Championship
presented by GoodyearPetri Suvantavon the 2011 championship witGape Motorsports
and will move up to race in Star Mazda witkam Pelfrey

i The 202 champion in theStar Mazda Championshipresented by Goodyeawins a
scholarship to move up to the 2B81lndy Lights series.Tristan Vautierwon the 2011
championship withJDC Motorsportsaand will move up to race in Indy Lights wifam
Schmidt Motorsports

U The 2A2 Indy Lightschampion wins a scholarship to move up to the 20Z0D IndyCar
series¢ including thelndy 500 Josef Newgarden won the 2011 championship with Sam
Schmidt Motorsports and will move up to race in IndyCar \Bitina Fisher Hartman Racing

In addition to the sholarship prizes, vers competing in the Star Mazda Championship and
the MazdaRoadto Indy series wilbenefit from the program in both immediate and longer

term ways. In addition to racing on IndyCar weekends, teams and drivers frbthrak series

also participate in joint advertising, marketing and promotional programs with INDYCAR and
the Indy 500 including thelndy Summita comprehensive offack program that trais drivers

in the business side of sponsorships, how to use social media to advance their careers and
offers the opportunity to meet and interact with top IndyCar officials, drivers and team owners.

Quote: Roger Bailey, Executive Director of Firestonelintys

"The Road to Indy program is the result of a lot of effort by a lot of people over a long time
Our series has had a long relationship with the Star Mazda Championship over the years and a
number of the drivers competing with us currently are S¥azda graduates. The Star Mazda
race car is just the right vehicle, with the right horsepower and driving characteristics, to
produce drivers ready to hit the ground running in Firestone Indy Lights. Star Mazda has been
the unofficial steppingstone tolndy Lights for many years and to be able to officially recognize
that now, along with all the other good things happening for the Indy Racing League, is perfect
timing and a big step forward for opemheel racing.”


http://usf2000.com/
http://usf2000.com/
http://www.petrisuvanto.info/
http://capemotorsports.com/
http://team-pelfrey.com/
http://www.starmazda.com/
http://tristanvautier.com/
http://jdcmotorsports.com/
http://www.samschmidtmotorsports.com/
http://www.samschmidtmotorsports.com/
http://indycar.com/roadtoindy/
http://indycar.com/
http://indycar.com/
http://www.indycar.com/schedule/show/55-izod-indycar-series/2337-indianapolis-500-mile-race/
http://www.sfhracing.com/
http://starmazda.com/news/series/2011/Indy%20Summit%20Review.pdf




